i8o         ARMENIAN  REFUGEES

population. But Turkish Cabinets do not plan :
they drift. To blot out an entire section of the nation
would be a practical measure far beyond their capacity
to initiate. There is a second reason, also, why no
Ottoman Government would desire utterly to destroy
the Armenian race. As the Jew is the banker of the
West, so is the Armenian the money-lender of the
East, and Turkey cannot dispense with his services.
It is the individual Turk, and not the nation, whose
cupidity and cruelty are excited by the sight of the
prosperous Armenian, and, if the stories of refugees
may be believed, their suffering is due more to the
avarice and caprice of single officials than to Turkish
administration. The object of every Turk entrusted
with authority is to enrich himself at the expense of
the weak: and in the accomplishment of this am-
bition neither self-respect nor conscience stand in his
path. There are few depths in chicanery which he
will not plumb to the bottom, if thereby he can
extract profit for himself : and what he takes without
scruple he spends without shame. Alieni appetens,
sui profusus.

Nor is the Armenian wholly virtuous. In usury as
merciless as the Jew, he will squeeze the last piastre
out of his victim. He distrusts all: none more than
his own compatriots. To submit to their domination
he believes in his heart to be an evil but one step
removed from Turkish rule. Such political concep-
tions as a Kingdom of Armenia, governed by Arme-
nians for Armenians, may be dismissed as fantasies,
attractive only to those whose knowledge of the race
is not first hand, or to those whose mentality is
warped by hatred of Islam. Equally mistaken are
Englishmen who carelessly think of the Turk as a fine
fellow, courteous and hospitable to the stranger, and
meeting, with unruffled calmness, fortune good or
evil. The portrait would be as far from the truth as